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COMMISSIONER OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — DARREN KLEMM — 
APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.08 pm]: I would like to take 
this opportunity—the first opportunity in the current sitting of Parliament—to acknowledge WA’s new 
Commissioner of Fire and Emergency Services, Mr Darren Klemm. The Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services is now led by a firefighter who rose through the ranks to reach the highest level, bringing a great deal of 
operational and strategic experience with him. Commissioner Klemm has been serving the community for 
27 years. His firefighting career began in South Australia, where he was a promising footballer, before he returned 
to Western Australia and started with the then WA Fire Brigades Board in 1993. Commissioner Klemm served in 
several Perth metropolitan fire stations and was based in Northam, working in the Country Operations section 
covering the goldfields–Midlands region. His experience in regional firefighting operations gave him the 
opportunity to work side-by-side with our invaluable emergency service volunteers and build lasting relationships. 
Commissioner Klemm was promoted to assistant commissioner in 2012. In the last six years, he was involved in 
a number of high level strategic reforms including key aspects of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services’ 
response to the 2011 report on the Perth Hills bushfire. He has been responsible for significant structural and 
cultural reform in the training and professional development of personnel and volunteers, including the 
management of the Western Australia Fire and Emergency Services Academy and the introduction of the 
professional pathways project. More recently, he was in charge of metropolitan operations, responsible for delivery 
of operational responses across the Perth metropolitan area. 

Commissioner Klemm has had significant operational experience in very senior roles at state and incident 
controller level during emergencies such as the Waroona, O’Sullivan and Toodyay bushfires, and tropical cyclone 
Olwyn. Mr Klemm has both the operational and strategic experience to lead the department and to successfully 
shape the future of fire and emergency services in Western Australia. I have every confidence in his ability to meet 
those challenges and I look forward to a close and collaborative relationship with him. 
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